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How does grazing management and vegetation 
type influence selection and foraging behaviour 
of dairy cows on upland pastures?
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Objectives
Investigate foraging behaviour and species selection
by dairy cows on mountain permanent grasslands
under Continuous grazing system on Extensive species rich pasture
and Rotational grazing systems on Intensive species poor grassland
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Main results

animals overgraze preferred fertile vegetation (“Patch grazing”)

Small size and 
prostrate species 
selected

Poaceae not selected

Abundant but less fertile 
Poaceae avoided

and walk across the less fertile area (“Investigation grazing”)

In Continuous Extensive grazing systems, 
with two different vegetation within the same plot:

In Intensive Rotational grazing systems,
cows consume herbage “by Stratum”


