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15th Meeting
of the FAO CIHEAM Mountain Pastures Network

Integrated research for the sustainability 
of mountain pastures

Jean Gault 
Coordinator Project “Sustainable Agriculture and Rural 

Development in Mountain Regions”

7th to 9th October 2009 Les Diablerets

2

"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

one big problem
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"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

Project funded by France and Switzerland, following the Conference of 
Rio , in line in  particular with Millennium Development Goals 

1, eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
7, ensure environment sustainability
8, global partnership for development

+ chapter 13 & 14 of Agenda 21
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"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

Objectives:

•To raise awareness among policy-makers, the international community 
and civil society, on the role and value of mountain ecosystems and the 
need for specific policies, legislations and institutions. 

•To build national capacity, adopting a participatory approach to decision 
making. 

•To support in-country implementation of SARD-M policies – by 
facilitating the mobilization of the necessary human, institutional and 
financial resources.
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"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

Participative way of work :

• Advisory group ‘Adelboden’

• experts from FAO, International Fund for Agricultural Development, 
World Food Programme

• on the field: Regional Focal Points ; ex. Euromontana
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"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

What is our work?

• Output / result : assessments of policies institutions and processes 
applied to Mountain regions 

• How: Qualitative analyses relying  on 3 steps: data collection, field 
enquiries, workshops at decentralised level 

• Recommendations to the Government for possible follow up
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"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

available at 

http://www.fao.org/sa
rd/en/sardm/Commu
ni/620/index.html
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SARD-M project: 
Summary findings from the first 3 years

• Policies:
– Little consideration of mountain specificities in policies for SARD 
– policies supporting value added production and services are 

essential for the future

• Institutions 
– Inadequate capacities for participatory SARD-M policy 

formulation and implementation
– Weak coordination of at the national level
– Need for cooperation at the transnational level
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SARD-M project: 
Summary findings from the first 3 years

• Processes:
– limited participation in policy formulation 
– weak monitoring & evaluation of policies
– inadequate knowledge management and networking
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SARD-M project: 
Summary findings from the first 3 years

• Key Issues for the next years:
– Rural-urban migration 

– Gender & equity  

– Cultural heritage of mountain regions 

– Valorisation of positive externalities 
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"Interregional analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of policies, institutions and processes for SARD in 

Mountain regions”

Concrete results: 

• Adelboden group declaration on SARD-M ►United Nations General 
Assembly / specific resolution A/RES/62/196
•Morocco new agriculture policy “Plan Vert”
•e-platform for Carpathian Countries
•workshop with Central Europ. Countries about remuneration of positive 
externalities
•valorisation of sub Carpathian products (UKR) trough geographical 
indications
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Merci de votre attention
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FAO’s main activities

Putting information within reach
Sharing policy expertise
Providing a meeting place for nations
Bringing knowledge to the field. 


